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1. FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROVISION IN VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS
– DESK RESEARCH

1.1. Vocational education in Austria
In Austria compulsory schooling
lasts 9 years, starting at the age of six.
Vocational education in Austria is optional and starts after lower secondary education at the age of 14 or 15. Generally
speaking, there are two options for vocational education:
Apprenticeship training, taking three to
four years, focusing on a practical approach to acquire qualification in a certain craft or trade. School attendance
here is very limited and mainly reserved
to German, mathematics, English and
vocational subjects.

Vocational schooling. There are four
types of vocational schools:
Technical colleges
Business colleges
Tourism and Commercial colleges
Agricultural colleges.
All four types offer three options:
one year programmes offering only
basic education in the vocational
fields, no apprenticeship
three year programmes finishing
with the graduation of apprenticeship training and
five year programmes finishing with
a diploma for specific vocational
professions and university access
(TABLE 1).

TABLE 1
Age group

Length of programme

DEFINITION

14-15

1 year

14-17

3 years

“a dual-focused educational approach
in which an additional language is used for the learning
and teaching of both content and language”

14-19

5 years

Mehisto and Marsh, 2008: 9

1.2. Provision for foreign language
teaching at vocational school
level in Austria
Foreign language education is
mandatory in lower secondary education
in Austria (starting at age 10). But pupils
start to learn mostly English already in
elementary education. In the first year of
upper secondary education (starting at
the age of 14) after at least four years of
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L2 (first foreign language) learning, they
are supposed to have reached A2 level in
L2. In most cases L2 is English, in some
private schools French. In technical colleges and agricultural colleges (see table 2)
students have two lessons L2 per week, in
business colleges and commercial colleges 3 lessons per week. Students regardless of the school type have to reach B2
level in their L2 at the end of their upper
secondary schooling. They have to pass
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the standardized final exam consisting of
listening, reading, English in use and writing tasks at B2 in order to graduate.

Russian, the most popular at the moment
being Spanish.
https://www.hak.cc/node/3600

In technical colleges and agricultural colleges L2 is without exception English.
http://www.htl.at/htlat/lehrplaene/?tx_
eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bfaculty%5D=&tx_
eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bschooltype%5D=1&no_cache=1#anchor_search

Qualified L2 teachers in upper secondary education have an academic degree
as linguists and educators. They have
gone through an at least eight semester
academic training, focusing on language
proficiency C2 and foreign language teaching methodology – applied linguistics.
They have to write a master thesis in L2
and graduate with an MA or PhD and teaching qualification for upper secondary
education.

In business colleges and commercial
colleges students have to acquire B1 level in at least a second foreign language.
This may be French, Spanish, Italian or
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2. CLIL PROVISION IN AUSTRIA
2.1. Overview of CLIL methodology
– the 4Cs
Communication

Cu
Content

lture

contexts

Cognition

The 4Cs framework for CLIL (Coyle, 2005).
There is no teaching and learning
without language. Every teacher is a language teacher (Ting 2012). But there is no
learning without content either. The 4C
framework (Doyle 2008) focuses on the
interrelationship between content (subject matter), communication (language),
cognition (thinking) and culture (awareness of self and otherness) (see CLIL matrix). It is based on the synergies of subject learning (content and cognition) and
language learning (communication and
culture). Therefore, it can be very effective and is highly brain compatible (Ting
2012).
Acquiring subject knowledge is not enough,
learners have to understand the subject
matter, develop thinking skills (cognition)
and gain conceptual understanding. But
in order to construct an understanding, to
develop cognition, the linguistic demands
must be defined and met (Bloom, 1984).

8

Each step towards cognitive progression
according to Bloom´s Taxonomy (Bloom
1984) demands specific linguistic means
which the learners have to master and
which have to be supplied by the teacher.
Therefore, the teachers have to be aware
what the learners need in order to develop cognition and expand their conceptual
understanding.
Tenets of CLIL methodology:
Providing scaffolding to meet language needs in all four skills to develop cognition: Focus on literacy:
language, speaking, writing reading,
listening, vocabulary, discourse patterns distinguishing LOT and HOT,
frames, visual, etc.
Task-based concept cycles following
Bloom´s Taxonomy. (GRAPH 1)
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guidessub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/
The CLIL Modus operandi (Ting
2912). (GRAFPH 2)
Communicative and conceptual progression. (GRAPH 3)
Activating knowledge.
Guiding understanding, giving feedback, encouraging reflexion.
Cooperative, inquiry based learning,
project – based learning.
Portfolio work and formative assessment modes (Poisel 2008).
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GRAPH 2 The CLIL Modus operandi (Ting 2912)

GRAPH 1 Task-based concept cycles following Bloom's Taxonomy
Produce new or original work

Design, assemble, construct, conjecture, develop, formulate, author, investigate

Justify a stand or decision

evaluate

Appraise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, value, critique, weigh

Draw connections among ideas

analyze
apply
understand
remember

Differentiate, organize, relate, compare, contrast, distinguish, examine,
experiment, question, test

Whose language? »»» the Learner's Language

LEARNER-CENTERED LEARNING

Use information in new situations

Execute, implement, solve, use, demonstrate, interpret, operate,
schedule, sketch

START HERE

Explain ideas or concepts

Classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate, recognize,
report, select, translate

START HERE

Recall facts and basic concepts

Define, duplicate, list, memorize, repeat, state

CLIL-Operand 1
LOT – BICS basic interpersonal
communication skill

Is input-language
comprehensible?

NO

NO

CLIL-Operand 2

CLIL-Operand 3
Is input-content
comprehensible?

Y
E
S

Can learners use language appropriately
to speak and write about content
effectively?

YES

conceptual progression

GRAPH 3 Comunicative and conceptual progression

Y
E
S
NO

CLIL OPERANDS

HOT – CALP cognitive academic
language proficiency

Formulate
comprehensible
input-language
&
input-content

NO

create

CORE
CLIL-CONSTRUCT

50:50 / Content: Language

Are learners Content-Literate?

Comunicative progression

Linguistic
demand

Cognitive
demand

Are learners Language-Efficient?

YES

NO

NO

that's CLIL
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2.2. National policy on CLIL in Austria
CLIL started in Austria in 1995,
first at lower secondary education level,
and was later extended to upper secondary level, leading up to the first bilingual
school leaving exam for university access
in 2003. It proved to be a great success,
the students excelling in both cognitive and linguistic competences. Due to
the rising demand of bilingual English
-German education at all levels, and to
the language policy of the European commission, CLIL programmes spread continuously, especially in upper secondary
schools. Vienna Bilingual Schooling (VBS)
in particular became a prestigious project.
It was only a matter of time until individual vocational schools started introducing
CLIL into their teaching as well. At that
stage, however, CLIL was based solely on
the personal initiative of individual teachers and school principals. A decisive step
was taken when the Ministry of Education,

Department for Vocational Schools, introduced CLIL as a mandatory educational
approach. CLIL became an integral part
of the curriculum of vocational schools,
obliging schools to teach a set number
of lessons in CLIL every academic year.
This step had two consequences: firstly,
it became necessary to acquaint teachers
with CLIL rationale and CLIL methodology,
which meant offering in-service courses
for CLIL before the new curriculum came
into action. Secondly, the educational authority had to develop a strategy; how
could CLIL be implemented effectively
in vocational schools effectively? Operational roadmaps for implementing CLIL
in vocational schools had to be defined.
As mentioned above, CLIL has been introduced as a mandatory educational
approach in all four types of vocational
schools in the new curricula (TABLE 2),
which are compulsory for public and private vocational schools.

TABLE 2 Curricular mandatory CLIL lessons
Type

Year1

Year2

Year3

Year4

1. Technical
colleges

Optional

Optional

72 lessons per
academic year

72 lessons
72 lessons
Any subject
per academic year per academic year but L1, L2,
religious
education

2. Business
Colleges

Optional

Optional

Defined by school
policy usually
72 lessons
per academic year

Defined by school
policy usually
72 lessons
per academic year

3. Tourism
and
commercial
colleges

Optional

35 lessons
35 lessons
35 lessons
35 lessons
Any subject
per academic year per academic year per academic year per academic year but L1, L2,
religious
education

4. Agricultural
Colleges

optional
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Year5

Defined by school
policy, usually
72 lessons
per academic year

Any subject
but L1, L2,
religious
education

35 lessons
35 lessons
35 lessons
35 lessons
Any subject
per academic year per academic year per academic year per academic year but L1, L2,
religious
education

1. Technical colleges:
There are 75 technical colleges throughout Austria. They offer one-year, threeyear and five-year programmes. Only the
last finishes with a vocational diploma,
qualifying graduates to perform their professions and study at university. Only the
five-year branch is affected by mandatory
CLIL education, legally introduced in the
new curriculum which came into effect
in 2014/15. In years three, four and five,
students are entitled to have 72 lessons
per academic year in CLIL in any subject
except German, foreign languages and
religious education. Several technical colleges were already running bilingual programmes before CLIL became mandatory, such as the HTL Pinkafeld.
2. Business colleges:
The curriculum for business colleges,
which came into effect in 2016/17, offers
a five-year programme, making CLIL mandatory in years three, four and five. However, the number of CLIL lessons in each
academic year depends on the autonomy
of the individual school. Generally, they
offer 72 CLIL lessons per academic year in
any subject except German, foreign languages and religious education. In practice, most business colleges already start
with CLIL in year one. The International
Business College at Hetzendorf in Vienna was one of the first to set up bilingual
teaching throughout its courses and is
renowned for its successful implementation of CLIL.
3. Tourism and commercial colleges:
These colleges offer three-year and fiveyear programmes. In both programmes
CLIL has to be introduced from 2018/19
onwards. In the first branch 36 lessons
per academic year will be introduced in
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year 2, and in the second 36 lessons per
academic year from year three onwards.
CLIL has already been implemented at
the Tourism School Modul in Vienna in
all classes for several years with a varying
number of lessons per academic year.
4. Agricultural colleges:
These colleges share the CLIL curriculum of the Colleges for tourism and commerce, coming into effect in 2018/19.
There will be 36 CLIL lessons per academic year in year 2 and 3 for the three year
programme and 36 CLIL lessons per academic year in year 3, 4, 5 for the five-year
programme.
2.3. CLIL teachers’ profile in Austria
As far as CLIL is concerned, it is
mainly offered in English, there is no evidence that CLIL is done in any other foreign language. CLIL is mostly taught by
subject teachers, who are not familiar
with foreign language teaching. Theoretically, anybody who feels that his/her English (L2) is sufficient, may do CLIL.
2.4. CLIL methodological approaches
in Austria
At the introduction of CLIL in the
curriculum of vocational schools most
teachers had no idea what CLIL stands
for. Consequently the Ministry of Education approached the University College
of Teacher Education in Vienna to develop an in-service programme in order
to familiarize vocational teachers with
CLIL. After a general curriculum for these
courses had been defined, CLIL courses
have been offered at several universi-
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ties throughout Austria, which have been
readily attended and have met with significant success. These courses take two
semesters, amount to 10 ECTS points and
aim at combining subject specific didactics and methods with L2 didactics. Internationally renowned experts have been
invited as trainers.
Modules 1 and 2 focus on the four skills
reading, writing, speaking and listening, module 3 on CLIL modus operandi
(task-based learning, Bloom's taxonomy,
inquiry-based learning, etc), module 4
on CLIL lesson development. In order to
graduate, participants have to design final teaching projects, which incorporate
lesson plans for a CLIL unit taking up to
three lessons.
Apart from this extensive programme
several seminars focusing on CLIL aspects

have been held at the individual schools.
In addition, several conferences and
meetings have been held in order to establish a CLIL community of practice (CoP)
in the vocational school sector.
In the meantime, about 300 vocational
teachers have taken part in CLIL in-service
training programmes, which means that
in about every vocational school at least
one teacher has taken part in an in-service CLIL course and could promote CLIL
at his/her school.
Guidelines for implementing CLIL according to the new curricula have been issued
by the Ministry of Education, Department
for Vocational Schools. There is close interaction between the various stakeholders with regard to the implementation of
CLIL. (FIG.1)
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3. THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY FOR TEACHERS IN VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS
There were 253 questionnaires sent out to teachers of technical colleges throughout
Austria, mainly to former participants of the CLIL courses. 61 replies were returned.

DIAGRAMS
Gender

Age

60,00%

50,00%

40,00%

40,00%
35,00%

36,10%

30,00%

30,00%

25,00%

21,30%

21,30%

20,00%

20,00%

14,80%

15,00%
10,00%

10,00%
0,00%

44,30%

45,00%

49,20%

50,00%

8,20%

4,90%

5,00%
woman

man

no answer

0,00%

25-35

36-45

46-60

over 60

no answer

FIG 1 Diagram of interaction of stakeholders for implementing CLIL in vocational schools:
Teaching experience
30,00%

BMB

26,20%
21,30%

LSR/SSR

BMB – Ministry of Education, Department for Vocational
Education

Schulstandort

LSI/SSR – educational supervisors nominated
by the Ministry of Education
Englisch
Lehrkräfte

80,00%

19,70%

20,00%

70,00%

16,40%

60,00%

13,10%

15,00%

BundesARGE
CLIL

50,00%
40,00%

10,00%
3,30%

5,00%
0,00%

ARGE CLIL – CLIL consortiums;

95,10%

90,00%

25,00%

CLIL
Lehrkräfte

Do you know the concept of CLIL?
100,00%

30,00%
20,00%
10,00%

1-5 years

6-10 years

Schulstandort – individual vocational schools;

11-15 years 16-20 years more than 20 no answer
years

0,00%

yes

3,30%

1,60%

no

no answer

CLIL-Lehrkräfte – CLIL teachers;
Englisch Lehrkräfte – English teachers

School principals are basically responsible for safeguarding the implementation
of CLIL in their schools. For that purpose
they have been advised to nominate
coordinators in each department who
will organize the distribution of CLIL lessons at the beginning of each academic
year, document, check and evaluate CLIL
implementation and report back to the
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principals, who inform the Ministry of Education at regular meetings. As a means
of support, a CLIL consortium has been
set up to minister the CLIL HTL homepage, upload sample CLIL lessons and
help to clarify FAQs.
(http://www.htl.at/htlat/schwerpunktportale/clil-content-and-language-integrated-learning)

Have you ever applied CLIL during your
classes?
100,00%
90,00%
80,00%
70,00%
60,00%
50,00%
40,00%
30,00%
20,00%
10,00%
0,00%

95,10%

yes

3,30%

1,60%

no

no answer

Do you know the term "bilingual
teaching"?
100,00%
90,00%
80,00%
70,00%
60,00%
50,00%
40,00%
30,00%
20,00%
10,00%
0,00%

91,80%

yes

4,90%

3,30%

no

no answer
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Have you ever tried bilingual teaching?
60,00%

Do you speak a foreign language
(at least B2)?

54,10%

How often do you use materials
in a foreign language in your classes?

120,00%

50,00%

100,00%

39,30%

40,00%

45,00%
35,00%

6,60%

0,00%

yes

no

0,00%

How often do you use a foreign language
during your classes?
35,00%

20,00%

very often

often

sometimes

rarely

3,30%

3,30%

never

no answer

Is there sufficient amount of training for
vocational schools' teachers who would
like to start teaching their subject through
a foreign language?
50,00%
40,00%

23,00%

21,30%

20,00%

0,00%

13,10%

definitely yes

rather yes

rather no

definitely not

no answer

no

60,00%
50,00%

no answer

19,70%

very often

often

sometimes

rarely

never

no answer

Is there material available you could use
to teach your subject in a foreign language
(English)?
44,30%

5,00%
0,00%

definitely yes

rather yes

rather no

definitely not

no answer

Does your school authority support
efforts to do CLIL in your school?
70,00%

63,90%

60,00%

45,90%

50,00%
40,00%
30,00%

20,00%

0,00%

11,50%

9,80%

20,00%

18,00%

18,00%

no

no answer

10,00%
yes

no

no answer

0,00%

yes

Are there teachers at your school who do
CLIL or would be willing to implement it?
80,00%

52,50%

75,40%

70,00%

41,00%

60,00%
50,00%
40,00%
30,00%

20,00%
6,60%

0,00%

yes

no

no answer

16,40%

20,00%

8,20%

10,00%
0,00%

yes

no

no answer

Do you think that some content related
to vocational subject would be easier
to communicate to students through
a foreign language (e.g. English)?

27,90%
23,00%

3,30%

1,60%

Do you work with foreign language
teachers at your school?

24,60%

20,00%

35,00%

31,10%

30,00%

26,20%

25,00%

15,00%

20,00%

10,00%

15,00%

4,90%

5,00%
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yes

14,80%

10,00%

10,00%

10,00%

3,30%

30,00%

0,00%

16,40%

0,00%

Would you like to start working with
foreign language teachers at your school?
25,00%

18,00%

30,00%

30,00%

0,00%

19,70%

18,00%

15,00%

13,10%

11,50%

30,00%

10,00%

40,00%

39,30%

20,00%

40,00%

30,00%
4,90%

25,00%

5,00%

50,00%

40,00%

15,00%

10,00%

no answer

50,00%

19,70%

20,00%

0,00%

no

60,00%

25,00%

5,00%

1,60%

65,60%

70,00%

31,10%

30,00%

10,00%

yes

1,60%

Are you planning to learn a foreign
language and improve your professional
qualifications as a teacher?

37,70%

40,00%

30,00%

10,00%

20,00%

no answer

31,10%

20,00%
15,00%

36,10%

35,00%

25,00%

40,00%

10,00%

40,00%

30,00%

60,00%

20,00%

Would you like to take part in the CLIL
training course for teachers?

39,30%

40,00%

96,70%

80,00%
30,00%
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16,40%

14,80%

11,50%

10,00%
5,00%

definitely yes

rather yes

rather no

definitely not

no answer

0,00%

definitely yes

rather yes

rather no

definitely not

no answer
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4. CONCLUSIONS
Introducing CLIL as a mandatory
educational approach in the curricula was
a decisive factor in establishing it in vocational schools in Austria. As the results
of the survey show, CLIL is an integrated educational approach in vocational
schools. The rate of teachers actively involved is high. Most teachers master English at B2 level and apply CLIL regularly
in their lessons.
Effective CLIL methodology is based on
the interrelation between content, communication, cognition and culture- the 4C
as defined by Do Coyle (2012). Language
acquisition and cognition develop along
communicative and conceptual progression. Foreign language (L2) methodology
is at the centre of CLIL. Since vocational teachers are not language teachers,
in-service training programmes have to
be offered to make vocational teachers
familiar with L2 didactics. Former surveys have shown that many vocational
teachers, however, have the feeling that
this approach slows down their teaching.
They are worried that they can never cover their extensive subject curricula. As a
result, they need methods that meet both
demands – communicative and conceptual competences – effectively.
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Generally speaking, CLIL has become
an integral part in Austrian vocational
schools.
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