
NATIONAL REPORT
CLIL-VET Austria

publications

report
on state of affairs 
in European 
countries

framework
on how to USE

seminars 
for teachers

lesson 

scenarios

multimedia

network

?

Co-funded by the 
Erasmus+ Programme 
of the European Union

Implementing the CLIL-VET model 
in vocational schools



2 3

Co-funded by the 
Erasmus+ Programme 
of the European Union

NATIONAL REPORT
CLIL-VET Austria

This document is published by Eduexpert Sp. z o.o. and Institute for Sustainable Technologies – National Research 
Institute in Radom.

ISBN  978-83-7789-548-1

Original linguistic version: English
Authors of report: Wolfgang Wögerer, Eva Poisel
Graphic design: Eduexpert

Text completed in December 2018

This document is also available on the Internet: http://www.clil-vet.eu/index.php/en/results-en
Additional information on the CLIL-VET project is available on the Internet through: 
http://www.clil-vet.eu/index.php/en/about

© Eduexpert Sp. z o.o. 2019 and Institute for Sustainable Technologies – National Research Institute in Radom.

The contents of this publication may be reproduced in part, except for commercial purposes, provided the extract  
is preceded by a reference to ‘CLIL-VET network’, followed by the date of publication of the document. 

Requests for permission to reproduce the entire document must be made to Eduexpert.

W Y D A W N I C T W O  M U LT I M E D I A L N E

Eduexpert Sp. z o.o.
Multimedia Publishing
Torun Technology Park
Włocławska 167, building A, room 129, 87-100 Toruń
www.eduexpert.eu | info@eduexpert.eu | tel. +48 511 031 913

ITeE-PIB (Poland) – coordinator
Contact: Katarzyna Skoczylas
Email: kasia.skoczylas@itee.radom.pl

UNIWERSYTET WARSZAWSKI (Poland)
Contact: Romuald Gozdawa-Gołębiowski
Email: r.gozdawa@uw.edu.pl

IES PUERTAS DEL CAMPO (Spain)
Contact: Javier de Reyes
Email: dereyes@gmail.com

PADAGOGISCHE HOCHSCHULE WIEN (Austria)
Contact: Wolfgang Woegerer
Email: Wolfgang.Woegerer@phwien.ac.at

UNIVERSITATEA DIN PITESTI (Romania)
Contact: Adina Dumitru
Email: adina.elena.dumitru@gmail.com

EDUEXPERT (Poland)
Contact: Agnieszka Dziedzic
Email: agnieszka.dziedzic@eduexpert.eu

PARTNERSHIPS

W Y D A W N I C T W O  M U LT I M E D I A L N E



5

Co-funded by the 
Erasmus+ Programme 
of the European Union

NATIONAL REPORT
CLIL-VET Austria

NATIONAL REPORT
CLIL-VET Austria

CONTENTS
1. Foreign language provision in vocational schools in Austria – desk research

1.1. Vocational education in Austria ............................................................................................04
1.2. Provision for foreign language teaching at vocational school level in Austria  ..................04

2. CLIL provision in Austria

2.1.        Overview of CLIL methodology – the 4 C’s ...........................................................................06
2.2. National policy on CLIL in Austria .........................................................................................09
2.3. CLIL teachers’ profile in Austria ............................................................................................10
2.4. CLIL methodological approaches in Austria ........................................................................10

3. The results of the survey for teachers in vocational schools ...........................................13

4. Conclusions ...........................................................................................................................16

5. References .............................................................................................................................17



Erasmus+ Agreement No: 
2017-1-PL01-KA202-038309

76

NATIONAL REPORT
CLIL-VET Austria

Co-funded by the 
Erasmus+ Programme 
of the European Union

1. FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROVISION IN VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS  

– DESK RESEARCH 

1.1. Vocational education in Austria

 In Austria compulsory schooling 
lasts 9 years, starting at the age of six. 
Vocational education in Austria is option-
al and starts after lower secondary edu-
cation at the age of 14 or 15. Generally 
speaking, there are two options for voca-
tional education:

Apprenticeship training, taking three to 
four years, focusing on a practical ap-
proach to acquire qualification in a cer-
tain craft or trade. School attendance 
here is very limited and mainly reserved 
to German, mathematics, English and 
vocational subjects.

Vocational schooling. There are four 
types of vocational schools: 

Technical colleges
Business colleges
Tourism and Commercial colleges 
Agricultural colleges.

All four types offer three options:
one year programmes offering only 
basic education in the vocational 
fields, no apprenticeship
three year programmes finishing 
with the graduation of apprentice-
ship training and
five year programmes finishing with 
a diploma for specific vocational 
professions and university access 
(TABLE 1).

1.2. Provision for foreign language 
teaching at vocational school 
level in Austria

 Foreign language education is 
mandatory in lower secondary education 
in Austria (starting at age 10). But pupils 
start to learn mostly English already in 
elementary education. In the first year of 
upper secondary education (starting at 
the age of 14) after at least four years of 

L2 (first foreign language) learning, they 
are supposed to have reached A2 level in 
L2. In most cases L2 is English, in some 
private schools French. In technical colleg-
es and agricultural colleges (see table 2) 
students have two lessons L2 per week, in 
business colleges and commercial colleg-
es 3 lessons per week. Students regard-
less of the school type have to reach B2 
level in their L2 at the end of their upper 
secondary schooling. They have to pass 

Age group Length of programme

14-15 1 year

14-17 3 years

14-19 5 years

TABLE 1

“a dual-focused educational approach 
in which an additional language is used for the learning  

and teaching of both content and language”

DEFINITION

Mehisto and Marsh, 2008: 9
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the standardized final exam consisting of 
listening, reading, English in use and writ-
ing tasks at B2 in order to graduate.

In technical colleges and agricultural col-
leges L2 is without exception English. 
http://www.htl.at/htlat/lehrplaene/?tx_
eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bfaculty%5D=&tx_
eduhi lehrplandb_pi1%5Bschoolty-
pe%5D=1&no_cache=1#anchor_search

In business colleges and commercial  
colleges students have to acquire B1 le-
vel in at least a second foreign language. 
This may be French, Spanish, Italian or 

Russian, the most popular at the moment  
being Spanish. 
https://www.hak.cc/node/3600

Qualified L2 teachers in upper seconda-
ry education have an academic degree 
as linguists and educators. They have 
gone through an at least eight semester 
academic training, focusing on language 
proficiency C2 and foreign language te-
aching methodology – applied linguistics. 
They have to write a master thesis in L2 
and graduate with an MA or PhD and te-
aching qualification for upper secondary 
education.

2. CLIL PROVISION IN AUSTRIA

2.1. Overview of CLIL methodology 
– the 4Cs

 There is no teaching and learning 
without language. Every teacher is a lan-
guage teacher (Ting 2012). But there is no 
learning without content either. The 4C 
framework (Doyle 2008) focuses on the 
interrelationship between content (sub-
ject matter), communication (language), 
cognition (thinking) and culture (aware-
ness of self and otherness) (see CLIL ma-
trix). It is based on the synergies of sub-
ject learning (content and cognition) and 
language learning (communication and 
culture). Therefore, it can be very effec-
tive and is highly brain compatible (Ting 
2012).

Acquiring subject knowledge is not enough, 
learners have to understand the subject 
matter, develop thinking skills (cognition) 
and gain conceptual understanding. But 
in order to construct an understanding, to 
develop cognition, the linguistic demands 
must be defined and met (Bloom, 1984). 

Each step towards cognitive progression 
according to Bloom´s Taxonomy (Bloom 
1984) demands specific linguistic means 
which the learners have to master and 
which have to be supplied by the teacher. 
Therefore, the teachers have to be aware 
what the learners need in order to devel-
op cognition and expand their conceptual 
understanding.

Tenets of CLIL methodology:
Providing scaffolding to meet lan-
guage needs in all four skills to de-
velop cognition: Focus on literacy: 
language, speaking, writing reading, 
listening, vocabulary, discourse pat-
terns distinguishing LOT and HOT, 
frames, visual, etc.

Task-based concept cycles following 
Bloom´s Taxonomy. (GRAPH 1)
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-
sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/

The CLIL Modus operandi (Ting 
2912). (GRAFPH 2)

Communicative and conceptual pro-
gression. (GRAPH 3)

Activating knowledge.

Guiding understanding, giving feed-
back, encouraging reflexion.

Cooperative, inquiry based learning, 
project – based learning.

Portfolio work and formative assess-
ment modes (Poisel 2008).

Communication

Content Cognition
contexts

Culture

The 4Cs framework for CLIL (Coyle, 2005).

http://www.htl.at/htlat/lehrplaene/?tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bfaculty%5D=&tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bschooltype%5D=1&no_cache=1#anchor_search
http://www.htl.at/htlat/lehrplaene/?tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bfaculty%5D=&tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bschooltype%5D=1&no_cache=1#anchor_search
http://www.htl.at/htlat/lehrplaene/?tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bfaculty%5D=&tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bschooltype%5D=1&no_cache=1#anchor_search
http://www.htl.at/htlat/lehrplaene/?tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bfaculty%5D=&tx_eduhilehrplandb_pi1%5Bschooltype%5D=1&no_cache=1#anchor_search
https://www.hak.cc/node/3600
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/
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 GRAPH 1 Task-based concept cycles following Bloom's Taxonomy

 GRAPH 3 Comunicative and conceptual progression
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 GRAPH 2 The CLIL Modus operandi (Ting 2912)
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2.2. National policy on CLIL in Austria

 CLIL started in Austria in 1995, 
first at lower secondary education level, 
and was later extended to upper second-
ary level, leading up to the first bilingual 
school leaving exam for university access 
in 2003. It proved to be a great success,  
the students excelling in both cogni-
tive and linguistic competences. Due to 
the rising demand of bilingual English 
-German education at all levels, and to 
the language policy of the European com-
mission, CLIL programmes spread con-
tinuously, especially in upper secondary 
schools. Vienna Bilingual Schooling (VBS) 
in particular became a prestigious project.

It was only a matter of time until individ-
ual vocational schools started introducing 
CLIL into their teaching as well. At that 
stage, however, CLIL was based solely on 
the personal initiative of individual teach-
ers and school principals. A decisive step 
was taken when the Ministry of Education, 

Department for Vocational Schools, intro-
duced CLIL as a mandatory educational 
approach. CLIL became an integral part 
of the curriculum of vocational schools, 
obliging schools to teach a set number  
of lessons in CLIL every academic year.

This step had two consequences: firstly, 
it became necessary to acquaint teachers 
with CLIL rationale and CLIL methodology, 
which meant offering in-service courses 
for CLIL before the new curriculum came 
into action. Secondly, the educational au-
thority had to develop a strategy; how 
could CLIL be implemented effectively  
in vocational schools effectively? Opera-
tional roadmaps for implementing CLIL  
in vocational schools had to be defined.

As mentioned above, CLIL has been in-
troduced as a mandatory educational 
approach in all four types of vocational 
schools in the new curricula (TABLE 2), 
which are compulsory for public and pri-
vate vocational schools. 

TABLE 2 Curricular mandatory CLIL lessons

Type Year1 Year2 Year3 Year4 Year5

1. Technical 
colleges

Optional Optional 72 lessons per 
academic year

72 lessons  
per academic year

72 lessons  
per academic year

Any subject  
but L1, L2,  
religious  
education

2.  Business 
Colleges

Optional Optional Defined by school 
policy usually  
72 lessons  
per academic year

Defined by school 
policy usually  
72 lessons  
per academic year

Defined by school 
policy, usually  
72 lessons  
per academic year

Any subject  
but L1, L2,  
religious  
education

3. Tourism 
and  
commercial 
colleges

Optional 35 lessons  
per academic year

35 lessons  
per academic year

35 lessons  
per academic year

35 lessons  
per academic year

Any subject  
but L1, L2,  
religious  
education

4.  Agricultural 
Colleges

optional 35 lessons  
per academic year

35 lessons  
per academic year

35 lessons  
per academic year

35 lessons  
per academic year

Any subject  
but L1, L2,  
religious  
education

1. Technical colleges:
There are 75 technical colleges through-
out Austria. They offer one-year, three-
year and five-year programmes. Only the 
last finishes with a vocational diploma, 
qualifying graduates to perform their pro-
fessions and study at university. Only the 
five-year branch is affected by mandatory 
CLIL education, legally introduced in the 
new curriculum which came into effect 
in 2014/15. In years three, four and five, 
students are entitled to have 72 lessons 
per academic year in CLIL in any subject 
except German, foreign languages and 
religious education. Several technical col-
leges were already running bilingual pro-
grammes before CLIL became mandato-
ry, such as the HTL Pinkafeld.

2. Business colleges:
The curriculum for business colleges, 
which came into effect in 2016/17, offers 
a five-year programme, making CLIL man-
datory in years three, four and five. How-
ever, the number of CLIL lessons in each 
academic year depends on the autonomy 
of the individual school. Generally, they 
offer 72 CLIL lessons per academic year in 
any subject except German, foreign lan-
guages and religious education. In prac-
tice, most business colleges already start 
with CLIL in year one. The International 
Business College at Hetzendorf in Vien-
na was one of the first to set up bilingual 
teaching throughout its courses and is 
renowned for its successful implementa-
tion of CLIL.

3. Tourism and commercial colleges:
These colleges offer three-year and five-
year programmes. In both programmes 
CLIL has to be introduced from 2018/19 
onwards. In the first branch 36 lessons 
per academic year will be introduced in 

year 2, and in the second 36 lessons per 
academic year from year three onwards. 
CLIL has already been implemented at 
the Tourism School Modul in Vienna in 
all classes for several years with a varying 
number of lessons per academic year.

4. Agricultural colleges:
These colleges share the CLIL curricu-
lum of the Colleges for tourism and com-
merce, coming into effect in 2018/19. 
There will be 36 CLIL lessons per academ-
ic year in year 2 and 3 for the three year 
programme and 36 CLIL lessons per aca-
demic year in year 3, 4, 5 for the five-year 
programme.

2.3.	 CLIL	teachers’	profile	in	Austria

 As far as CLIL is concerned, it is 
mainly offered in English, there is no ev-
idence that CLIL is done in any other for-
eign language. CLIL is mostly taught by 
subject teachers, who are not familiar 
with foreign language teaching. Theoreti-
cally, anybody who feels that his/her Eng-
lish (L2) is sufficient, may do CLIL.

2.4. CLIL methodological approaches 
in Austria

 
 At the introduction of CLIL in the 
curriculum of vocational schools most 
teachers had no idea what CLIL stands 
for. Consequently the Ministry of Educa-
tion approached the University College 
of Teacher Education in Vienna to de-
velop an in-service programme in order 
to familiarize vocational teachers with 
CLIL. After a general curriculum for these 
courses had been defined, CLIL courses 
have been offered at several universi-
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ties throughout Austria, which have been 
readily attended and have met with sig-
nificant success. These courses take two 
semesters, amount to 10 ECTS points and 
aim at combining subject specific didac-
tics and methods with L2 didactics. Inter-
nationally renowned experts have been 
invited as trainers.

Modules 1 and 2 focus on the four skills 
reading, writing, speaking and listen-
ing, module 3 on CLIL modus operandi 
(task-based learning, Bloom's taxonomy, 
inquiry-based learning, etc), module 4 
on CLIL lesson development. In order to 
graduate, participants have to design fi-
nal teaching projects, which incorporate 
lesson plans for a CLIL unit taking up to 
three lessons.

Apart from this extensive programme 
several seminars focusing on CLIL aspects 

have been held at the individual schools.
In addition, several conferences and 
meetings have been held in order to es-
tablish a CLIL community of practice (CoP) 
in the vocational school sector.

In the meantime, about 300 vocational 
teachers have taken part in CLIL in-service 
training programmes, which means that 
in about every vocational school at least 
one teacher has taken part in an in-ser-
vice CLIL course and could promote CLIL 
at his/her school.

Guidelines for implementing CLIL accord-
ing to the new curricula have been issued 
by the Ministry of Education, Department 
for Vocational Schools. There is close in-
teraction between the various stakehold-
ers with regard to the implementation of 
CLIL. (FIG.1)

FIG 1 Diagram of interaction of stakeholders for implementing CLIL in vocational schools:

BMB

LSR/SSR

BundesARGE
CLIL

Schul-
standort

CLIL
Lehrkräfte

Englisch
Lehrkräfte

BMB – Ministry of Education, Department for Vocational 
Education
LSI/SSR – educational supervisors nominated 
by the Ministry of Education
ARGE CLIL – CLIL consortiums;  
Schulstandort – individual vocational schools;  
CLIL-Lehrkräfte – CLIL teachers; 
Englisch Lehrkräfte – English teachers

School principals are basically responsi-
ble for safeguarding the implementation 
of CLIL in their schools. For that purpose 
they have been advised to nominate 
coordinators in each department who 
will organize the distribution of CLIL les-
sons at the beginning of each academic 
year, document, check and evaluate CLIL  
implementation and report back to the 

principals, who inform the Ministry of Ed-
ucation at regular meetings. As a means 
of support, a CLIL consortium has been 
set up to minister the CLIL HTL home-
page, upload sample CLIL lessons and 
help to clarify FAQs.
(http://www.htl.at/htlat/schwerpunktpor-
tale/clil-content-and-language-integrat-
ed-learning)

3. THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY FOR TEACHERS IN VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS 

There were 253 questionnaires sent out to teachers of technical colleges throughout 
Austria, mainly to former participants of the CLIL courses. 61 replies were returned.
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http://www.htl.at/htlat/schwerpunktportale/clil-content-and-language-integrated-learning
http://www.htl.at/htlat/schwerpunktportale/clil-content-and-language-integrated-learning
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4. CONCLUSIONS 

 Introducing CLIL as a mandatory 
educational approach in the curricula was 
a decisive factor in establishing it in voca-
tional schools in Austria. As the results  
of the survey show, CLIL is an integrat-
ed educational approach in vocational 
schools. The rate of teachers actively in-
volved is high. Most teachers master Eng-
lish at B2 level and apply CLIL regularly  
in their lessons. 

Effective CLIL methodology is based on 
the interrelation between content, com-
munication, cognition and culture- the 4C 
as defined by Do Coyle (2012). Language 
acquisition and cognition develop along 
communicative and conceptual progres-
sion. Foreign language (L2) methodology 
is at the centre of CLIL. Since vocation-
al teachers are not language teachers, 
in-service training programmes have to 
be offered to make vocational teachers 
familiar with L2 didactics. Former sur-
veys have shown that many vocational 
teachers, however, have the feeling that 
this approach slows down their teaching. 
They are worried that they can never cov-
er their extensive subject curricula. As a 
result, they need methods that meet both 
demands – communicative and conceptu-
al competences – effectively. 

As the survey shows more than half of the 
teachers asked would like to have more 
in-service training in CLIL, although they 
have already taken part in the extensive 
CLIL course. It is interesting to note that 
more than half would welcome teaming 
up with language teachers. 

In the survey a number of needs on part 
of the teachers emerged. Developing CLIL 
materials is very time-consuming. Since 
there is not a high demand for vocation-
al subject specific material, publishers do 
not offer any ready-made CLIL lessons. 
Teachers are forced to develop their own 
materials and cannot rely on samples. 
Consequently, there is a great need for 
Open Educational Resources. The CLIL 
VET department at the University Col-
lege of Teacher Education in Vienna has 
already set up a platform for VET CoP 
(Community of Practice). There is also the 
CLIL HTL homepage, where sample CLIL 
lessons have been uploaded.
http://www.htl.at/htlat/schwerpunktpor-
tale/clil-content-and-language-integrat-
ed-learning/

Generally speaking, CLIL has become 
an integral part in Austrian vocational 
schools. 
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